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10 THE 


GENTLEMEN 


oF THE 


Common COUNCIL, 


CITIZEN and WarennAkxx. 


LONDON 
Sold by M. Coo x, in Pater-nefter-Row. 
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To, THE 


Gentlemen of the Cc ommon 
+> 


By a CrT1zZeN and Watchmaker. 


ela, 


» 0 W 1 — 


GENTLEMEN, | 
\HE Moment our good Lo RD 
Mayor had determined to call 
us Rat: at this unuſual Seaſon, I re- 
ſolved to lay before You my Thoughts, 
however indigeſted through Want of 
Time, upon the ſuppoſed Occafion of our 
Meeting. 1 conſidered only, that be, 


who writes from the Dictates of his Heart, 
B hath 


f 


„ 


m4 . 4 
1 e „ M1. 


hath little need of Preparation, and that 
Truth neither requires the Colouring of 


Language, nor the Artifices of reaſoning. 
But if I were inclined to practiſe them, 
yet I underſtand no Artifice. I am a plain 
Man, who have gained a moderate For- 
tune, and maintained a decent Reputa- 


tion by Honeſty and Induſtry. But 1 


| would not wander from my — 


Ir the Intention of our Meeting, as 
is generally believed, is to addreſs His 
MaJzsTY upon the preſent Situation of 
public Affairs, let us reflect with Pleaſure, 
that this great City 18 going to reſume 


her ancient Dignity, and aſſert her due 


Influence i in whatever regards the Wel- 
fare of the Nation. F 


THAT ſhe may preſerve this Influence, 


let us endeavour in our Addreſs to ſpeak 
the e Senſe of the Kingdom , and 


give 


1441 


give to other Cities an Example, at once, 
of Spirit and Moderation. Loet us re- 
member, that our Unanimity will be a 
powerful Argument i in Favour of our De- 
terminations, and a Proof of our own Con- 
viction of the Rectitude of whatever we 
propoſe : that we ſhall appear a Kind of 
Repreſentatives of all the commercial In- 
tereſts of Great Britain, and that, altho” 
an honeſt Warmth of Temper, a certain 
Degree of Indignation will be allowed 
to the preſent Diſtreſſes of our Country, | 
yet all Appearance of Paſſion will leſſen 
the Dignity of our Character. Let us 
with all Humility lay before His Ma- 
JESTY our Sentiments of thoſe Meaſures, 
by' which his Crown hath been diſho- 
noured, and ſo fair a Part of his Domi- 
minions ignominiouſly abandoned to the 
Enemy. But let-not our Enemies behold 
any Abatement of our Affection and Du- 
ty to His ſacred Perſon and Family. Let 
1 them 


FTP 


them rather ſee our Reliance upon his 


Wiſdom and Magnanimity our Ardour 
and Reſolution to ſupport him with our 
Lives and Fortunes. Neither in Fact is 
Fr. rance become more formidable by her 
Conqueſt, than ſhe was, when we be- - 


held her, ſome few. Months ago, with 


almoſt an Air of Triumph. Whatever 


Advantage ſhe hath. gained, bath not 


been gained oyer this Nation, but over 
the phlegmatic Indolence f the Perſon, 
Who ſuperintendents our naval Affairs, 
and the natural Timidity, improved and 
ſtill improving by Age, of one noble 


| Lord, in whom i is placed the whole Di- 
rection and Power of the Adminiſtration. 


The. naval Glory of the Nation, one 


f ſingle Man excepted, is ill acknowledged; : 


the Spirit of our People. is yet unbroken, 


and our Reſources numerous and aer 
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2 * _ hath been the profeſſed: Hikes, of 


ſome, . who would aſſume the Character 


of Patriots, to repreſent the Nation as ab- 
ſolutely, and beyond all Hope undone. 
For what valuable Purpoſe thus repre- 


ſented, I really. cannot conjecture. Our 
political Writers have taken the ſame 


Tone, and! in daily Declamation piteouſly 


lament over the unayoidable Ruin of their 
Country. But theſe Gentlemen are Pa- 
triots through their Indigence, and their 
Declamations are their Subſiſtance. Vet 
one Writer of a very different Character, 
with Regard to his Fortune, lately made 
his Appearance. The Teſt, or conſtitu- 
tional Journal was dul prepared. All 
Arts were uſed, Advertiſements ; Pro- 


miſes, Expectations and SE, mug | 


to raiſe the Attention of the Public. The 
Paper made its one Appearance, when 
the Author, finding the Spirit 6f two 
| Hours' haranguing unable to animate one 


— 
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Quarter of an Hour 8 reading i modeſtly 
turned his Genius to the merry · making 
of Ballads. Is then the national Indigna- 


tion to be trifled away in ſinging and 


rhiming? Are we really, and already, 


become ſo much Frenchmen, as to ſing 
when we are angry ? Is this the Reſent- 


ment befitting a great People, and re- 
commended to us by one of our Repre- 


ſentatives? Will ever this Gentleman 


hereafter. blame the general Inattention 
and Inſenſibility of the Age, when he 
himſelf, with all his Patriot Feelings, is 
amuſed with the low Pleaſantries, that di- 
vert our Streets? The Houſe is on Fire, 
and we are ies in the midſt * the 
Flames. 3 6 a e 0.5 


FroM/the very favourable Opinion we 
had entertained of this Gentleman's Abi- 
lities, we were encouraged to expect the 
clear and ample Proofs of Miſconduct in 

the 


121 


the Miniſter. It was a Taſk apparently 
of no great Difficulty. Nor this our 


greateſt Expectation, when informed, I 


mean only by common Report, by whom 
he was aſſiſted. Was it unreaſonable to 
expect ſome wiſer Plan of Operations, to 
animate the Nation under its Diſtreſſes, 
and preſerve it from approaching Ruin ? 
Why might not ſuch Plan be laid before 
the Public? Why delayed, perhaps for 
ever, for the Judgment of the Parlia- 
ment? The Approbation of the Public 
might have had its due in wy 
* it into Execution. : 


Bur it hath been the vals Taſt a this 
Gentleman, among others, merely to 
convince. us of our Misfortunes. Can 
they imagine we do not feel them? In- 
ſtead of applying Remedies, the Phyſi- 
cian tells his Patient, his Diſorder is in- 
curable, his Conſtitution irrecoverably 
- broken, 


* * 2 
N PRE N. 
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o a 


broken, the ſamina vitæ worn out, and 


the Symptoms of Death are in his Face. 


Were it not more compaſſionate to en- 


coutage the poor Wretch to ſupport his 
Miſery with Fortitude, and to exert his 
little Remainder of Strength _ the 
„ rey ts” [3971671 


= 0 apply t theſe Images... . We feel the 


Diſtreſſes, to which. a long Train of Er- 


rors hath reduced us. We have lately 
ſuffered - a ; Loſs, not eaſily recoverable. 
Minorca: is loſt,” But not the Spirit of 


the Nation, its natural Strength, and the 


Powers of its Conſtitution, are loſt. Our 
Enemies cannot ſurely have gained ſo 


great an Advantage over us by this one 
Misfortune, that we ſhould tot ally de ſpair. 


Our Fleets are equally ſuperior to thoſe 


af the French, as before St. Philip's was 
taken. Our national Forces are now 


aalen to repel an Invaſion; and theſe 
Auxi- 


Auxiliaries, Jo diconourable, though 
neceſſary, by our Indolence in raiſing our 
national Troops, may be diſmiſt with 
Safety. Even in the gloomieſt Apprehen- 
fions, let us be aſſured of theſe Maxims, 
that 90 Nan ever knew his ovyn Strength, 
whether acting or ſuffering; that no Na- 
tiort ever exerted its utmoſt Efforts, cer- 
tainly never unſucceſsfully ; ; that the-Pu- 
blic never can be poor, while the private 
is rich; that Religion hath inexhauſtible 
Reſources, and Liberty employs them all. 
If there be Truth in Reaſon, the pure 
Religion of the Goſpel can never be to- 
tally depreſſed by Popiſh Superſtition, or 
Britiſh 2A enſlaved by Og ”o- 


hangs 


F oY ER . 
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4 CONFESS, GENTLEMEN; 4 
defined to have ſupported this Aſſettion, 
which 1 have ventured to call a Maxim, 
* to Nation ever exerted its urmql 
. C Efforts 


* * 


Efforts unſucceſsfully, by Examples from a 
our own Hiſtory, of which I imagine my- 
ſelf a tolerable Maſter. I thought, the 


| Example of our Anceſtors might animate 

ö their Deſcendants. But there is no ſuch 
Inſtance, in the Britiſh Hiſtory, of natio- 
| nal Diſhonour, as we, the Deſcendants 
f of thoſe glorious. Anceſtors, this Moment 

| ſuffer, and are bequeathing to our Poſte- 
j _ rity. They were generally Conquerors, 
or when they loſt a Battle, they loſt not 
1 their Reputation with it, for their Ene- 
I mies did Honour to their Courage. 

li 5 Ny PRETEND > not to 8 Knowledge 
= in ancient Hiſtory... | My. younger Days 


'were applied to the Buſineſs of my Pro- 
feſſion. But I dare believe there are nu- 
merous Examples of Greck and Roman 
Virtue happily exerted for the Preſerva- 
tion of thoſe great Republics, even in their 


extremeſt Denn. 1 am able at preſent 
to 


| 'F 211 1 


to recolle& 9 7 two Inſtances, but thoſe, 
I fancy, I can give with a tolerable De- 
Sree of Exactneſs. 1 


. EN 7 ed Gade and 
in a particular Manner denounced Ven- 
geance on the Athenians (they were pro- 
bably called RoBBERS and PyRATESs in 
his Declaration of War) that glorious 
People abandoned their City, the Temples 
of their Gods, and the Sepulchres of their 
Anceſtors, (according to the Lan: guage « of 
their Hiſtorians) to the Spoil and Ravage 
of the Perſians. They tranſported their 
Wives and Children to Salamis. Then, 
animated with the facred Ardors of Li- 
berty and Love of Country, they engaged, 
defeated, routed the Barbarians. From 
this Period their Hiſtorians date their fu- 
ture Wy: Ys ar 
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"With the Conſtl, by as Thipe- 

| each the Romans were impelled to ven- 
ture the Battle of Cantiz, in which they 
were defeated with the Slaughter of al- 
moſt fifty t thouſand | Citizens ; when he was 
entering Rome, the Net and all other 
z Orders of the State went but t6 receive 
kim, a8 if had réturned wich Victoty. 
They x gave bird their foletfir Thaflks, for 
not deſpairing of the Safety of the Com. | 
.monwealth, even alter ſuch a Miskbrtune, 

T and for returning to place himfelf at the | 
Head of the Cit And Arftiles of tlie Re- 
public. Thits Act of 'Wiſtl6i; for I de 
not heriflon it with Regard to its Mag- 
5 nanimit) alohe, ttſtortd the Spirit of the 
Pes ple, ahd made them believe the Seflate 
7 d powetfal and efftual Reſourets ſtill 
- remaitilhg ts vidicate the Howodt and 
retrieve the Misfortunes of their County. 
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18 
* is not without Shame and n 
TY of Face, that in their preſent Dege- 
neracy, I think myſelf obliged to men- 
tion the Dutch, as Examples of this Pa- 
triot Magnanimity. But wo are permitted 5 
to learn Virtue from evtry Nation upon 
Earth, who have ever reverenced the 
Name of Liberty, or knew to value its 
Bleſſings. They formed their poor, diſ- 
treſſed States beneath the immediate Op- 
preſſions of the Spaniſh Monarchy. They - 
have fince maintained the Dighity of their 
Republic againſt the united Powers of 
France and England. When France was 
| infinitely more formidable; than ſhe is at 
preſent, they fingly oppoſed the rapid 
Conqueſts of her Monarch, and appeared 
nobly determined, in the Expreſſion of 
our glorious Deliverer, to die in their laſt 


Dyke. While theſe Examples, and Sen- 


LE the Hears of Britons, they never can he 


tments like theſe, inſpite and animate 


conquered ; 


14] 


2 conquered they never can ſubmit to 
| prong ti ch 1452 : I x 480 8 1 i; | 


3 
Burr to i he to whoſe 4. 
bilities ſhall we intruſt the Preſer vation of 
their Country? Let the Deſtination ef our 
Fleets; their Weakneſs; the Delays in 
ſending them, and, in one important Inſ- 
tance, the Choice of an Admiral, untried 
and unknown in the moſt neceſſary Part 
of his military Capacity; let theſe Proofs 
evince the Knowledge of that Perſon, who 
hath had the ſole Direction of our naval | 
Affairs; let them prove his Diſcernment 
in the Choice of Officers, whom he em- 
ploys, and his attention to the Preſerva- | 
tion of His MaJjzsTxv's|Dominions; 
Or if an acknowledged Skill in Elec- 


tion-Intrigues at home can ſuppoſe an- 


other great Man capable of ſuſtaining the 


Character and Intereſts of the Nation in 


Wb Courtez:lif ane Mea 


ty 6.26 58 bh FD | | | es, 
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ſures, and Artifices are, the Arts of Poli- 
tics, then let a noble D continue to 
preſide at the Head 15 our Adminiſtra- 
tion. Confeſſedly, no Man ſo fit for that . 
585 Office. 


Bur what an ; unaccountable Cons 
is Man By Nature irreſolute, and obſti- 
nate by Habitude. Bold and venturous 
in holding an unmanageable . ſelf. de- 
ſtructive Power, yet fearful and timid i in 
the Meaſures, which can alone maintain 
him in that Power. If ſuch a Man were 
2 Pilot, though frighted by eyery idle 
Storm, , and rendered by his Fears leſs 
capable of acting ; though conſcious how 
| juſt the Clamours of the Ship's Compa- 
ny, Merchants, Owners, Paſſengers and 
Sailors; though not unapprehenſive of 
Danger! from their Menaces, yet he would 
probably hold faſt the Helm, in Hopes 
the ee would blow over. Even 
z when 


[46] 
when the Storm overpowers him, he 
ſeems to think the Steerage, where he 
ſtands, will fink * in the 0 
Shipwreck. 


* 
4 9 
. 


Bur not to wander too long in Simi- 
ltudes, Which have confeſſedly very little 
Proof, though much Illuſtration, let me 

be permitted to alk this one ſimple, un- 

: Prejudice Queſtion. Can we reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that the ſame Perſons . who b 
have unhappily reduced the Nation to its 

1 T7: preſent ingloriqus Piſtreſſes, ſhall ever be 

| a whether by their Courage or their 

=_ Wiſdom, to relieve. the Nation from theſe 

1 ; ingloriqus Diſtreſſes *: Impoſſible. We 

58 may as well ſuppoſe them capable of re- 

taking Minorca, which they have loſt by 

their Indolence, Timidity and Inactivity. 

We may with juſter Reaſon imagine 

them more perplexed in their own Er- 


"4 rotz and more incapable of acting, to 
any 


LN 


any valuable Purpoſe, by that Loſs of 


Power, they have ſuffered in then Loſs 


of OA e ie uns herds: 
| 5 ; "£1 A | 5 3 
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1 HAYE now, GENTLEMEN, 
brought down theſe Reflexions to the 
Point, at which I aimed; that if theſe 


ſhould we wiſh His MAJjESHY would 
intruſt his own and the Nation's Happi- 


neſs,” and Honour? But if I ſhould ap- 
pear, like all other Projeftors, too much 
enamoured of my own Scheme yet I 


frankly confeſs, it has not any [Excuſe 


from the little Time I have for writing; 


it hath been long the Object of my beſt 

Attention, and is now. nnn 

of muy 1 $5557 | 
* 

On Pawriot Writers A hs 

clare for turning out all the great Officers 


of. State, at preſent. in the Adminiſtra- 


D tion. 
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tion. This Propoſal hath too much Vio- 
tence in it; nor is it eaſily practicable. It 
hath an Air of Party, which would pre- 
vent its own good Effects, if it were car- 
ried" into Execution. It would probably 
continue an unſeaſonable; and therefore 
deſtructive Oppoſition. Nor, for the Ho- 
nour of our Country, would I willingly | 
aſk; whether, if all theſe Gentlemen were 
turned out, we have others of more un- 
blemiſhed Integrity, and more acknow- 
ledged Abilities, to fill all their Places. 
However, there are two Gentlemen of 
apparent Superiority to all others in either 
Party. They have both continued long 
in Offices of greateſt Truſt and Power, 
with unſuſpected Reputation. They dif- 
fered laſt Vear in their Judgment of pu- 
blic Meaſures. Their Conteſt was main- 
tained with a Warmth, which might na- 
turally rife from their mutual Conviction. | 


n Reconciliation is now become ne- 
_ = ceſſary 


[ 19 1 
ceſſary to the Welfare, perhaps, to the 
very Being of their Country. If their 


Conteſt was of Virtue, they will eaſily be 


reconciled. Great Spirits cannot long 
maintain little Reſentments, and if the 


Love of Country be their prevailing Paſ- 
2 fion, it will ſubdue all others; for in Ef- 
fect there i is but one Paſſion in the Heart 


of Man. Their common Friends may 


propoſe Ze” ſettle the Terms of their 


Union; but the Nation, in theſe her Diſ- 
treſſes, calls upon them, implores, con- 
jures, I had almoſt ſaid, commands them 


to unite, . She hath more than enough 
to gratify their perſonal Ambition; enough 
to indulge them in —_— and 3 
happy their mutual Friends. 


2 


$ + 4; 


d me, GENTLEMEN, 


nor is it wholly foreign to the Purpoſe of 
this Letter, permit me to mention ſome 


of thoſe Advantages, which I am per- 
= 3 ""*M uaded, 


. 2 "IN — 
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ſuaded, will ariſe from this Union, If 
they are each of them ſuperior to every 
other Man, moſt capable of ſerving the 
Public; if they were ſingly oppoſed to 
each other laſt Winter, who ſhall be able 
to form an Oppoſition againſt them, when 
united? The Meaſures, neceſſary to re- 
trieve the Honour of the Nation, will 
eaſily then be carried into Execution: not 
diſtreſſed by midnight Debates, which 
not only fruitleſsly conſumed. ſo many 
= valuable Hours, but muſt have rendered 
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ite Speakers liſtleſs and inattentive to 
next Day's Buſineſs, | If they are not 
5 wholly inexcuſable in throwing away the 
Winter! in theſe unprofitable Debates, let 


us remember, that one of theſe Geatle- 
| men was actuated by the human Reſent- 
| ment of being turned out of his Employ- 
| 


= ment; nor can we ſuppoſe him leſs fen- 

1 ſibly affected for his Friends. The other 5 

1 1 — if he could excuſe 
the 


1 ) 
the Meaſures of the Miniſter, for In- 
ſtance, the Heſſian Treaty, he might 
have Influence enough over him to direct 
him afterwards to better Counſels. But 
ſuch is the Gratitude of Ambition, a that 
this Gentleman muſt have been long ſince 

convinced, he was miſtaken in his Hopes; 


and that a Man ſo tenacious of governing, 


as obſtinately to hold his Power amidſt 
the Errors, or let us call them the Mis 
fortunes of his Adminiſtration; ; amidſt 
the dangerous Reſentments of the People, 
will never admit a Partner in his Admi- 


niſtration. For if we know any Thing 
of this Gentleman, Fearfulneſs and Ti- 
midity is no Part of his Character, from 
whence we may believe, he had no Share 
in the late timid Expedients, by which 
Minorca was loſt. But, indeed, what 


Share 


[ 22 . 


| Share of Power or Confidence could he 
abe. who was at once - ſhares: and 
hated. | 


Bo- T, I am wandering from the Proof 
of mals dare, Wan! N flatter my- 
Slows. Theſe t two Gentlemen — * 
from their own, uninfluenced Judgment, 
cannot be compelled to any Compliances, 
either baſe in themſelves, or injurious to 
their Country. Neither to laviſh away the 
laſt Treaſures of the Nation in ignomi- 
nious and unavailing Subſidies; nor to 
ſacrifice one Britiſh Intereſt to the Pre- 
ſervation of any foreign Dominions. They 
cannot be obliged to bend the Dignity « of 
their Admin iſtration , to Stock-Jobbers 
and Money - Changers, | Employments, 
h — will then be given to 
Merit 


„ 


Merit and Abilities; nor ſhall. we ever 


hear a great Officer of Stats pleading his 


being only four Months in Office, as an 
Excuſe for not knowing t 


e common, 
cuſtomary Forms of it; or appealing to 


his Clerk for the conſtant Practice in 


ſendin g his Diſpatches. Such an amaz- 


ing, unexampled Inſtance of Ignorance 
could never be believed by any leſs in- 
conteſtible Proof, than his on candid 


Acknowledgement; yet from this Igno- 


rance, and in his own Language, the not 
adverting to theſe moſt neceſſary Forms, 
hath' ariſen ſuch. Confuſion and Contra- 


_ diction, that diſcretionary! Orders are to 


be poſitively obeyed, and" unintelligible 


Letters to be clearly underſtood. For ſuch 


Jargon is now become the Language, that 
demands a W and lt 


Obedience, 


Give 
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will probably be made, as it ſurely well 


[ 24 } 


:-'GivE me Leave to ſuppoſe I had his 
Lordſhip's Orders for making him a 
Clock. I ſend it home. It puts all the 
Family into Confuſion. The Chaplain 


knows not the canonical Hour for Prayers. 


The Butler blunders in laying his Side 
board, and the Cook in ſending up Di 


ner. Wherice is all this Confuſion ?: The 


Clock points one Hour and ſtrikes an- 
other. Would his Lordſhip think it a 
ſufficient Excuſe, if I told him I had been 
only four Months at the Trade? Or ſhall 
I be weak: enough'to call my Apprentice 
to convict me upon Oath, that 1. did not 
n the fit A b ER of my nn , 

Affair is of too ſerious a Nature to be 
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and then, ; if my poor Abilities dan be ſer⸗ 
viceable to Mr. A. — ie, and, as from 
my Soul . think, to the Juſtice of his 
Cauſe, he may frankly command them, 
I ſhall only remark here, that they, who 
adviſe their SoveREIGN to any Act of 
Power contrary to his natural Clemency, 
will have very little Right to the public 
Compaſſion, when they ſhall themſelves 
become Objects of his Juſtice. _ | 


BuT 6 the Author of this Letter ſhould 
ever be encouraged by Your Approba- 


tion, GENTLEMEN, and that of the 


Public, to write again, permit him to aſ- 
fure You, that no Sentiments of Slavery 
and adulation; no Language unbecoming 
the Character of a Citizen of this great | 
Metropolis; no Principles diſhonourable 
or injurious to Liberty ; no perſonal In- 5 

| e vective, 
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vectiye, or private Slander , ſhall ever 
ſtain his Writings. He i is determined ne- 
ver to know any other F riends, or other 
Enemies, but thoſe, 1 who are Enemies or 


Friends to the beſt of Princes, the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion ip his illuſtrious Houſe; 

to the Laws and Liberties and Conſtitu- 
tion of GREAT BRITAIN. | -_ 
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